I. The extravagant devotion of Mary of Bethany: filled with the word 

38 A certain woman named Martha welcomed Him (Jesus) into her house. 39 She had a sister called Mary, who also sat at Jesus' feet and heard His word. 40 But Martha was distracted with much serving, and she approached Him and said, "Lord, do You not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Therefore tell her to help me." 41 Jesus answered and said to her, "Martha, Martha, you are worried and troubled (bothered; NAS) about many things. 42 But one thing is needed, and Mary has chosen that good part, which will not be taken away from her." (Lk. 10:38-42) 

A. The Holy Spirit emphasized that Mary sat at Jesus’ feet to hear His Word (Lk. 10:39). 

1 Blessed is the man...2 (whose) delight is in the law of the LORD, and in His law he meditates day and night. 3 He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that brings forth its fruit in its season, whose leaf also shall not wither; and whatever he does shall prosper. (Ps. 1:1-2) 

B. The Word creates a living active dialogue with God in our hearts, if we meditate on it.

12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit… (Heb. 4:12) 

C. There are three components necessary for the Word to live in us. First, the free choice of an individual to receive the Word with a spirit of obedience, faith and loving devotion. Second, the continual presence of the Word being fed to the heart (implanted in the heart) through mediation. Third, the activity of the Holy Spirit to turn meditation into living revelation.

21 Lay aside all filthiness…and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save (supernaturally deliver) your souls. (Jas 1:21) 

7 If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you…ask… and it shall done. (Jn. 15:7) 

D. Are we abiding in the Lord and is the word abiding in us? Abiding is a very strong word, I know we love the Lord and I know we have a measure of the word but can we say that the word is abiding in us. Could this be a reason for unanswered prayer?
E. Martha was distracted with much serving. Martha appealed to legitimate humanitarian needs that the Scripture commands us to serve. She was not corrected for serving but for doing it in a wrong spirit. Being distracted is not penalized, but staying distracted is after the Lord confronts it.  

F. Jesus said to Martha that one thing is needed. If the issue of extravagant devotion (active intimacy) is established in us, then all the other issues of our life in God will be in their place. If the first commandment is not first place then everything else is out of place.

G. Mary has chosen that good part, which will not be taken away from her (Lk. 10:42). No one can choose this for us. This good way was sustained throughout her life (Dan. 1:21; 6:10; Ps. 27:4).

H. Mary is described three times in Scripture. Each time the Holy Spirit highlights her as sitting at the feet of Jesus (Lk. 10:39; Jn. 11:32; 12:3). 

32 Mary came where Jesus was, and saw Him, she fell down at His feet… (Jn. 11:32) 

3 Then Mary took a pound of very costly oil of spikenard, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet with her hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the oil. (Jn. 12:3) 
II. The extravagant devotion of Mary of Bethany: wasting her life 

3 Being in Bethany at the house of Simon…as He sat at the table, a woman (Mary of Bethany; Jn. 12:3) came having an alabaster flask of very costly oil of spikenard (perfume). She broke the flask and poured it on His head. 4 There were some who were indignant…and said, "Why was this fragrant oil wasted? 5 For it might have been sold for…300 denarii (a years wages) and given to the poor." They criticized her sharply. 6 Jesus said, "Let her alone…She has done a good work for Me…9 Wherever this gospel is preached…what this woman has done will be told as a memorial to her." (Mk. 14:3-9)
III.  Mary’s Extravagant Worship - Matt 26:6-13; Mark 14:3-9; John 12:1-8

1 Then, six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany (arrived Friday night from Jericho, Lk 19), where Lazarus was who had been dead, whom He had raised from the dead. 2 There they made Him a supper (Saturday night, Shabbat meal ending Sabbath); and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those who sat at the table with Him. 3 Then Mary took a pound of very costly oil of spikenard, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet with her hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the oil. 4 But one of His disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, who would betray Him, said, 5 “Why was this fragrant oil not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?” 6 This he said, not that he cared for the poor, but because he was a thief, and had the money box; and he used to take what was put in it. (Jn. 12:1-7)

A. This scene takes place at a dinner at Simon the Lepers house on a Saturday night. There are between 17-30 people at this dinner in honor of Jesus. Martha is characteristically serving. Jesus has said repeatedly that He is going to die. The apostles don’t get it; Mary has heard Him refer to this in some context and wants to respond in love. She seems to be the only one who grasps the significance of what is going on besides Jesus’ mother. It is interesting that Jesus chooses Bethany as His place of rest. Jesus wants to be with this family, not Nicodemus the renowned teacher of Israel, not Joseph of Aremethea, etc. He wants to be with this family—His friends..

B. Mary Anoints Jesus - Mary breaks the flask and pours the whole thing on Jesus’ head. This was equivalent to a year’s wages (maybe a modern-day equivalent of about $40,000). This was Mary’s inheritance, her future. She falls down on her knees and begins to use her hair, getting it wet, washing Jesus’ feet. 1 Cor. 11 tells us that a woman’s glory was her hair and here Mary uses her glory to do the most menial task of washing feet. Jesus Himself washes His disciples’ feet highlighting how they ought to serve one another in love later in Jn. 13. Undoubtedly, the memory of when Mary washed Jesus’ feet was still vivid in their minds.

C. Indignant Leaders - Mary was criticized about 3 months earlier by Martha, now she is criticized by the senior leaders of the apostolic church. Jesus is sitting quietly drenched in fragrance. One of them speaks up and criticizes her. Jesus is silent. Jesus’ silence reveals everyone’s hearts. A spirit of devotion reveals the hearts of others. Jesus is letting all the reactions come forth. I wonder what Mary is thinking during Jesus’ silence? The apostles appealed to serving the poor as their reason to criticize Mary’s extravagance. They appealed to a scriptural mandate to serve the practical humanitarian needs of the poor.

D. Mary’s Silence - Mary is silent at the rebukes of the others because she is living before the audience of One. She is not trying to draw attention to herself. She is being moved by the Holy Spirit. She took no thought of how the others would respond. She was not trying to do something ‘unusual’ or ‘exotic’ for the sake of it, to show others her extravagance. Mary was lost in God. She had no concept of being seen as extravagant. She had no more knowledge that this was going to be recorded.

E. Jesus’ Vindication

7 But Jesus said, “Let her alone; she has kept this for the day of My burial. 8 For the poor you have with you always, but Me you do not have always.” (Jn 12:1-8)

10 “Why do you trouble the woman? For she has done a good work for Me. (Mt 26:10)
8 She has DONE WHAT SHE COULD. She has come beforehand to anoint My body for burial. 9 Assuredly, I say to you, wherever this gospel is preached in the whole world, what this woman has done will also be told as a memorial to her.” (Mk 14:8-9)

1. She Has Done What She Could - Jesus will vindicate the lifestyle that cultivates a heart that is responsive to God in love. Mary’s act of devotion is remembered through all history. Rare acts of devotion come from cultivating a spirit of entire devotion as a daily lifestyle.

2. She has Done a Good Work - we were created for good works in Christ (Eph. 2:13). Jesus calls Mary’s act of extravagant devotion a good work, this work flowing out of extravagant love. Jesus endorses these works.
3. Kept for the Day - I believe that Mary heard about the ‘sinful woman’ who washed Jesus’ feet with fragrant oil and tears (see also Lk. 7:37-47) and how Jesus honored her gift and pondered of doing the same at some point with her inheritance. Then at some point, Mary ‘heard’ and ‘saw’ where Jesus ‘was going’ (to die) and concluded she anoint Him ‘beforehand’ (the cross). Mary does the unthinkable!

4. The Priority of Jesus over Ministry - Jesus uses the most significant responsibility of serving the poor and declares that touching His heart is even more important. Jesus highlights the poor because the poor are the first and highest responsibility of the church (Is. 61:1; Matt 11; Gal. 2:10). He is in no way demeaning the ministry to the poor, but rather highlighting the duty of the church to care for the poor.

5. Tell Mary’s story when you preach the Gospel - Jesus directs his disciples to comingle Mary’s story wherever His story (the gospel) is told. I believe that Jesus looked into the heart of this young woman and recognized an eternal attribute of His own love - a love that gives entirely. This is the epitome of what Jesus desires (Jn. 17:26). 



IV. extravagant devotion to Jesus: pictured by David’s mighty men

13 Three of the 30 chief men…came to David at the cave of Adullam…14 the garrison of the Philistines was then in Bethlehem. 15 David said with longing, "Oh, that someone would give me a drink of the water from the well of Bethlehem, which is by the gate!" 16 The three mighty men broke through the camp of the Philistines, drew water from the well...and brought it to David. He would not drink it, but poured it out to the LORD. 17 He said, "Far be it from me, O LORD, that I should do this! Is this not the blood of the men who went in jeopardy of their lives?" (2 Sam. 23:13-17) 

A. These three mighty men are a picture of the extravagant devotion that we are to have for Jesus. They “caught” the whisper of David’s heart and determined to answer it. They went far beyond the call of duty. There were 1.3 million soldiers in David’s army (2 Sam. 24:9). Yet, only three examples of devotion and valor were highlighted in Scripture (2 Sam. 23). 
B. David recognized how precious the act of devotion was. This gives us a picture of how Jesus responds to our devotion to Him. Our life goal is to stand before Him on the last day and offer ourselves to Him just as these three men offered the water to David at the expense of their lives.
V. extravagant devotion: Phinehas was filled with zeal for God  

1 Israel…began to commit harlotry with the women of Moab. 2 They (Moabite women) invited the people (Israelite men) to the sacrifices of their gods, and the people…bowed down to their gods. 3 Israel was joined to Baal of Peor, and the anger of the LORD was aroused against Israel. 4 The LORD said to Moses, "Take all the leaders of the people and hang the offenders…that the fierce anger of the LORD may turn away from Israel." 6 One (Israelite man)…presented to his brethren a Midianite woman in the sight of…the congregation of Israel. 7 When Phinehas the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, saw it, he rose from among the congregation and took a javelin in his hand; 8 and he went after the man of Israel into the tent and thrust both of them through, the man of Israel, and the woman through her body. So the plague was stopped…9 Those who died in the plague were 24,000. 10 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 11 "Phinehas…has turned back My wrath…he was zealous (jealous) with My zeal…so that I did not consume…Israel in My zeal. 12 Therefore say, 'Behold, I give to him My covenant of peace; 13 and it shall be to him and his descendants after him a covenant of an everlasting priesthood, because he was zealous for his God…” (Num. 25:1-12) 

VI. extravagant devotion: David was filled with zeal for God  

7 Because for Your sake I have borne reproach; shame has covered my face. 8 I have become a stranger to my brothers, and an alien to my mother's children; 9 because zeal for Your house has eaten me up (consumed me NAS, NIV), and the reproaches of those who reproach You have fallen on me. 10 When I wept and chastened my soul with fasting, that became my reproach. 11 I also made sackcloth my garment; I became a byword to them. 12 Those who sit in the gate speak against me, and I am the song of the drunkards. (Ps. 69:7-12) 

